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or the prosecution at the just- .
opened trial of aceused con-’
‘spirators against the life of
John Paul I1, thenews has not
been good — or so we are informed.
Commentators have already been
able to determine, on the basis of the
first two days, that prospects for the
prosecution are bleak. And Tom
Brokaw actually announced, on the
“NBC Nightly News)" that, as a

. result . of Mehmet Ali Agca’s

courtroom behavior, the prosecu-
tion’s case had been “all but shot
down” ‘

Now it is not often (much lessata

trial having the significance of this
one) that we are privileged to have

so decisive a verdict on the prosecu-

tion’s case after but two days — the

[ press verdict, to be sure, not the

jury’s.
The last nme, in fact, that we wit-
nessed such a speedy intermentof a
case for the prosecutlon was in the
year 1981. The case in question, not

comcxdentally. was the very one that

has just.come to trial in Rome. ~ |

That was the time, remember,
when, in the face of much evidence |
to the contrary, Agca was presented

" as. simply a rxght wmg 'Iurklsh.

“nationalist” with fasmst connec-

- tions. The_overwhelming_evidence

put together by author Claire Ster-
ling as well as Paul Henze (a former
CIA man) that the pope'’s assailant

" | ‘had been bankrolled by a connecting

chain of Bulgarian officials — and
that the attempted murder .of the
pope, in fact, bore all the earmarks
of Kremlin_involvement — evoked
mainly silence, if not outright
incredulity.

There were exceptions to this
behavior, to be sure, among them the
NBC special broadcast by Marvin
‘Kalb, which gave compelling evi-
dence of a Kremlin- dlrected plot on
the pope’s life.

On the whole, however the reac-

tion of journalists; news producers,'

and general commentators was bet-:
ter exemplified by the ABC special.
detailing the improbability of any

thesis holding that there had been a

plot against the pope in which the ,

KGB had been involved.

~ And who can forget The New York: .

Times editorial which bade!
Americans who might actually go so:
far as to examine the evidence of a
Sov1et govemment plot of this kmd'

A to “avmd excessive sancumony
... For, as The Times editorial went
““on to say, a United States president
— Dwight Eisenhower, no less — had
one way or another been responsible
for the 1960 assassination of Patrice

.Lumumba, president of theCongo It -

was the editorialist's view that Mr.
Eisenhower had inadvertently .con-
veyed to aides a wish . Ihdl Mr
Lumumba be assassinated, = "

Americans, therefore, “should be
the first to understand;’ The, Times

observed, if Yuri Andropov's. £peo-

ple” — as they were so interestingly

referred to here — became mired for

. similar reasons in a sleazy _conspir-

acy (to kill the pope) that was no part
of Yuri Andropov’s intentions. .; :.:;

‘This distinguished theoryv not\-'

withstanding — and notwith-

standing, either, resistance from a

suddenly-cautious CIA — the grow-
ing accumulation of evidence
pointed unmistakably to a KGB-
-Bulgarian plot — an accumulation

vsufflcxentlz effective that readers of |

The Times woke one day to find |

prommently dlsplayed on the front

pdge of that pdpcr a erort
unequivocally attesting Io the
realxtz of a plot..

Tt is now four years since the
attempt on the pope’s life, a period in
which the case implicating Bulgar-
“ian officials, acting at the Soviet
behest, was put together. ’

This is the case which, it is being
suggested now, is undermined, has
been “shot -down™ - assertions

‘made - because the prosecution’s
¢ main witness, Agca, has been behav-:

A premature verdict in Rome?

ing likc 2 madman, announcing him-
self to be Jesus Christ resurrected,
~-and othcrwise dlsturbmg the pro-

- ceedings.

; To hold this view on the basis of
two days’ testimony is to ignore the
evidence so painstakingly compiled
since 1981. It was compiled, more-
over, by Italy’s most eminent jurists,
who .put the case together after
extraordinarily wide-ranging inves-’
tigations — not of Agca alone, but of
every link in the chain of his associ-
ations, every detail of his story and

- of theirs.

1t is to ignore the 20 000 pages of -

f .evidence through which the pros-.

“ecutors sified for 23 months before

- coming to their conclusions — con-

clusions on. which - those jurists *

staked proud reputations. )
_ The merits of the case so investi- |

gated — and by such investigators —

~ cannot now rise or fall on the ques-

tion of Mehmet Ali Agca's sanity.
That this is, nevertheless, exactly
the view prevailing in the reportage

. "'coming out of Rome this week
. should tell how enduring, still, is the
- strength of that wish to deny — after

all that we have seen and learned —
what it is that Yuri Andropov's (or -
-Mikhail Gorbachev'’s) “people" are,

in fact capable of doing. _

 Mehmet Ali Agca
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